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MICHAEL PAUL BRITTO, PHOTO/VIDEO 
Michael Paul Britto is a video artist whose work addresses the misconceptions and assumptions 
surrounding people of color in the United States. Selected exhibitions include shows at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum in London, the Contemporary Art Museum in St. Louis, the Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts in San Francisco, the Studio Museum in Harlem, El Museo del Barrio, and the Soap Factory in 
Minneapolis. He was a Smack Mellon Studio Artist in 2007 and has also held residencies at the Marie 
Walsh Sharpe Foundation, Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, and Nars Foundation.  Michael has 
experience working with children and young adults in his positions as a high school media teacher, and 
as an instructor at Downtown Community Television Center's (DCTV) Pro-TV youth program. He has also 
worked at the Children's Arts Carnival in Harlem teaching basic video production and at the "Visual 
Knowledge Program" at the New Museum in New York City, creating lesson plans on race narrative. 
www.brittofied.com 
 
MAIA CRUZ PALILEO, PAINTING/DRAWING/MIXED MEDIA/INSTALLATION 
Maia Cruz Palileo is a multi-disciplinary artist. Migration and the permeable concept of home are constant 
themes in her paintings, drawings, sculptures, animations, and installations. Influenced by oral history of 
her familyʼs arrival in America from the Philippines and growing up in the Midwest, Maia infuses these 
narratives with memory and imagination. Her work has been featured in Contemporary Art Philippines. 
She is a recipient of the Joan Mitchell Foundation MFA Grant and the Astraea Visual Arts Fund Award. 
Among her group exhibitions are those at ArtGate Gallery, Bronx River Art Center, CUE Art Foundation, 
ISCP, and Wave Hill. Maia teaches painting and sculpture with the Joan Mitchell Foundation and The 
Laundromat Project. She has taught at Brooklyn College, CUNY, Rutgers University, Newark, Easton 
Mountain, and Smack Mellon. She received a BA in Studio Art from Mount Holyoke College and a MFA in 
Sculpture from Brooklyn College, CUNY. She lives and works in Brooklyn. www.maiacruzpalileo.com 

NATALIA NAKAZAWA, PAINTING/DRAWING/MIXED MEDIA/INSTALLATION 
Natalia Nakazawa is a Brooklyn-based artist working in drawing, painting and installation. Her work has 
been recently exhibited at The Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts (New York, NY); Aldea Home (San 
Francisco, CA); California College of the Arts (San Francisco, CA); PLAySPACE Gallery (San Francisco, 
CA); Casa de la Ciudad (Oaxaca, Mexico); Queens Museum of Art (Queens, NY); Topaz Arts Inc. 
(Queens, NY); and ISE Cultural Foundation (Soho, NY). She received her MFA from California College of 
the Arts in 2010, a MSEd from Queens College (CUNY) in 2008, and her BFA from Rhode Island School 
of Design in 2004.. Natalia is a museum educator at the Museum of Arts and Design and has taught 
undergraduate and K-12 level visual arts extensively. www.natalianakazawa.com  

SAGE & COOMBE ARCHITECTS, ARCHITECTURE 
Sage & Coombe is a prestigious architecture firm located in lower Manhattan. The integration of new 
technologies and sustainable strategies is key to the firmʼs work for a range of environmentally-conscious 
clients, where green roofs, photo-voltaic panels and geo-thermal cooling have been incorporated into a 
variety of projects. The firm has designed and built a wide variety of buildings, including libraries, 
museums, private homes, and even Smack Mellon. www.sageandcoombe.com 
 
EMILIE SHAPIRO, JEWELRY DESIGN   
Emilie Shapiro is a third generation jewelry designer. She received her B.F.A. in Art + Design with a 
concentration in jewelry and metalsmithing from Syracuse University. Emilie also studied at Alchimia, a 
contemporary school of jewelry in Florence, Italy with artists Peter Bauhuis, Yoko Shimizu, and Marzia 
Rossi. Emilie is the designer and creator behind We Are Here, a Brooklyn-based jewelry design company 
focusing on recycled metals and rough-cut gemstones. Emilieʼs work has been featured in publications 
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such as Time Out New York and Brooklyn Magazine. She is also the program director of Liloveve Jewelry 
School based in Williamsburg, which aims to bridge the gap between craft and the jewelry industry. Emilie 
teaches jewelry classes at Liloveve, The Newark Museum, Long Island Art League and other studios 
throughout the tri-state area. www.EmilieShapiro.com, liloveve.wordpress.com 
 
ROSEMARY TAYLOR, PAINTING/DRAWING/MIXED MEDIA  
Rosemary Taylor creates paintings that seek to convey the intensity and rawness of the body and mind, 
through an expressive and at times abstract and symbolic palette. She received her MFA from Brooklyn 
College and BFA from Massachusetts College of Art. She has received fellowships and awards from the 
Joan Mitchell Foundation and Brooklyn College, and exhibited her work in such venues as CUE Art 
Foundation, A.I.R. Gallery, Kentler Gallery, and Smack Mellon. She has worked as a teaching artist in a 
wide variety of settings with Urban Art Partnership, the Bronx Museum, Studio in a School, DreamYard 
Project, and the Laundromat Project. www.rosemarytaylor.net 
 
PHILLIP SHUNG/SUNDREE AND PIXOD, GRAPHIC DESIGN 
Phillip Shung graduated from Hampton University with a degree in Art in 1996 and since that time, his 
mantra has been to communicate intelligently to the masses. His career has spanned many roles in the 
creative design field ranging from Creative Director for Vibe Magazine to Promotion Art Director at 
Women's Wear Daily/WWD. Shung has also done significant design work in fashion for brands like Enyce 
and Avirex as well as websites for Sony's multi-platinum recording artists NAS and Destiny's Child. He is 
also responsible for the J.Lo and Snoop Dogg fashion advertising campaigns as well as the creative force 
behind many music CD covers. In 2001, Shung founded Sundree Brand Solutions focusing on all aspects 
of advertising, editorial, print and website design. Today, Phillip Shung is an instrumental force in devising 
the Sundree creative and visual identity. http://folio.pixod.com 
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL TEACHING ARTISTS, STUDIO VISITS & ARTIST TALKS 

 
SONYA BLESOFSKY, SCULPTURE & INSTALLATION (PORTFOLIO CLASS INSTRUCTOR) 
Sonya Blesofsky is a Brooklyn-based installation artist who deals with urban anxieties related to 
construction, development, urban renewal, and collapse. Blesofsky received her MFA from the San 
Francisco Art Institute and BA from UC Santa Cruz.  She has held residencies at the CUE Art Foundation, 
Artistʼs Alliance, Smack Mellon, Dieu Donne Papermill, Chashama, LMCCʼs Workspace:120 Broadway, 
Plane Space, and the California Legion of Honor. Blesofskyʼs work has been shown in New York at Mixed 
Greens, Plane Space, Cleopatraʼs and Smack Mellon, and in San Francisco at Patricia Sweetow Gallery, 
Swarm, Mission 17, and Pond.  Blesofsky is represented by Mixed Greens gallery, and has worked as a 
teaching artist at The Jewish Museum, the Guggenheim, the Museum of Arts and Design, and Brooklyn 
College. www.sonyablesofsky.com 

VICTORIA CALABRO, SCULPTURE/INSTALLATION/GLASS WORK 
Victoria Calabro's installations function like dioramas, panoramas, or formal exhibits where the viewer 
enters an environment.  In this setting drawings, prints, and cast objects made of cast polyurethane, 
glass, metal and rubber, are being used as devices to facilitate a complete experience. The majority of 
her early life was spent living in the Middle East, where she became interested in ideas of home, 
separation and memory. She is categorized as sculptor, installation artist, and craft artist. She often works 
within the traditional sculpture medium, while incorporating unconventional art materials, such as fabric, 
string, carpet and sand. Victoria received an MFA in Fine Art from New York University in 2006. Recent 
exhibits include those at the Bullseye Gallery in Portland and at the New Mexico Museum of Art in Santa 
Fe. Victoria has worked extensively as a teaching artist and education program director with such 
organizations as Dumbo Arts Center and Studio in a School. Victoria was born in Houston, Texas and she 
currently lives and works in Brooklyn, New York. www.vacalabro.com  
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LINA PUERTA, SCULPTURE/INSTALLATION (SMACK MELLON STUDIO ARTIST) 
Lina Puerta utilizes a wide variety of materials in her sculpture: clay, resin, wood, foam, fabric, craft and 
recycled items, and live and artificial plants. With these materials she creates ecosystems that include 
anatomical and botanical forms, drawing the connection between the appearance of the human body and 
plant life. Puerta was born in New Jersey and moved to Colombia, S. A. at the age of five. She holds an 
MS in art education from Queens College of the City University of New York. She has been the recipient 
of the 2013 Wave Hill Winter Workspace Residency, 2010 Emerging Artist Fellowship from Socrates 
Sculpture Park and the Urban Artists Initiative NYC Grant (2009-2010). Exhibition venues include: El 
Museo del Barrio, Lehman College Gallery, Socrates Sculpture Park, NYC; Hampden Gallery at UMASS 
and Opalka Gallery at The Sage Colleges. www.linapuerta.net 

BRYAN ZANISNIK, MIXED MEDIA/INSTALLATION/PHOTOGRAPHY/PERFORMANCE (SMACK 
MELLON EXHIBITION ARTIST) 
Bryan Zanisnik's work in performance, photography, video and installation addresses familial 
relationships, Americana culture, early 20th century psychology, and the obsessive nature of collecting 
and archiving objects en masse. Zanisnik received an MFA from Hunter College and attended the 
Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture. He has exhibited and performed at MoMA PS1, Sculpture 
Center, the Queens Museum of Art, the Fabric Workshop and Museum, the De La Cruz Collection in 
Miami, the Kunsthalle Exnergasse in Vienna and the Guangdong Times Museum in Guangzhou, China. 
Zanisnik's work has been reviewed in the New York Times, Art in America, Artforum, ARTnews, Modern 
Painters, and Time Out New York. He has completed residencies at the Macdowell Colony, the Art Omi 
International Artists Residency, the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council Workspace Program, and the 
Academy of Fine Arts in Poznan, Poland. At Smack Mellon Zanisnik is working on a series of 
photographs of sets constructed in the studio, and has a simultaneous solo exhibition upstairs at Smack 
Mellon for Dumbo Arts Festival. www.zanisnik.com 
  

 


