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SONYA BLESOFSKY, DRAWING/PAINTING/SCULPTURE & INSTALLATION 
Sonya Blesofsky is a Brooklyn-based installation artist who deals with urban anxieties related to 
construction, development, urban renewal, and collapse. Blesofsky received her MFA from the San 
Francisco Art Institute and BA from UC Santa Cruz.  She has held residencies at the CUE Art Foundation, 
Artist’s Alliance, Smack Mellon, Dieu Donne Papermill, Chashama, LMCC’s Workspace:120 Broadway, 
Plane Space, and the California Legion of Honor. Blesofsky’s work has been shown in New York at Mixed 
Greens, Plane Space, Cleopatra’s and Smack Mellon, and in San Francisco at Patricia Sweetow Gallery, 
Swarm, Mission 17, and Pond.  Blesofsky is represented by Mixed Greens gallery, and is a teaching artist 
at The Jewish Museum, the Guggenheim, and the Museum of Arts and Design. 
www.sonyablesofsky.com 

MICHAEL PAUL BRITTO, VIDEO 
Michael Paul Britto is a video artist whose work addresses the misconceptions and assumptions 
surrounding people of color in the United States. Selected exhibitions include shows at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum in London, the Contemporary Art Museum in St. Louis, the Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts in San Francisco, the Studio Museum in Harlem, El Museo del Barrio, and the Soap Factory in 
Minneapolis. He was a Smack Mellon Studio Artist in 2007 and has also held residencies at the Marie 
Walsh Sharpe Foundation, Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, and Nars Foundation.  Michael has 
experience working with children and young adults in his positions as a high school media teacher, and 
as an instructor at Downtown Community Television Center's (DCTV) Pro-TV youth program. He has also 
worked at the Children's Arts Carnival in Harlem teaching basic video production and at the "Visual 
Knowledge Program" at the New Museum in New York City, creating lesson plans on race narrative. 
www.brittofied.com 
 
GRACIELA FUENTES/TIRANA JEWELRY, JEWELRY DESIGN   
Graciela Fuentes is a trained sculptor and visual artist, and the founder of Tirana Jewelry.  Graciela 
focuses on the sense of touch in her overall design. As a cross-cultural artist originally from Mexico, 
Fuentes is influenced by worldly designs to create jewelry that blurs the distinctions between fashion, 
art and design. Every piece of Tirana Jewelry reflects a dark and romantic sculptural aesthetic, and 
consists of high quality recycled materials and found objects. Fuentes creates molds of original pieces 
that are then reproduced in recycled precious metals to design statement jewelry. Tirana Jewelry 
offers both custom and ready-made jewelry. The current collection can be found in a selection of 
stores in New York, Philadelphia, Austin, and London. www.tiranajewelry.com 
 
SUSAN GRAHAM, SCULPTURE/VIDEO  
Susan Graham describes her work as fragile, sometimes ephemeral, and time-oriented, using materials 
such as sugar and porcelain. At Smack Mellon, she is working on installation projects that explore 
anxiety and fears (of guns, natural disasters, and the encroachment of technology upon nature, for 
instance) as well as reflect on the culture and landscape of the American Midwest where she grew up. 
Graham attended the School of Visual Arts. Her work has been shown at galleries and museums 
including Photology Gallery, Milan; Mixed Greens Gallery; Neuberger Museum of Art; Musee 
International des Arts Modestes, Sete, France; the Tucson Museum of Art and recently, a one-person 
show, “New Gardens,” at Schroeder Romero in NYC. Graham has been the recipient of fellowships and 
grants from the Pollock-Krasner Foundation, LMCC, Ruth Chenven Foundation, and NYFA. 
www.susangrahamart.com   

SIMON LEE & EVE SUSSMAN, VIDEO 
Simon Lee is a video and interdisciplinary artist who has been exhibiting his work at venues such as 
Pierogi, Brooklyn, NY; The Armory Show in NY; The Brooklyn Museum of Art; The Berkshire Museum, 
Massachusetts; The Rotunda Gallery, Brooklyn NY;  Espace Paul Ricard in Paris, France; Snug Harbour 
Cultural Center, Staten Island, NY; The Whitney Museum of Art; The Hudson River Museum, NY; The 
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Palm Beach Institute of Contemporary Art; The Center for Freudian Analysis and Research in London, 
UK; The American Academy in Rome and many other prestigious galleries and institutions around the 
world.   He currently lives and works in New York. A “sculptor who shoots video,” Eve Sussman is a 
critically acclaimed Brooklyn-based artist. Her video 89 Seconds at Alcazar was included in the 2004 
Whitney Biennial. Creative Time commissioned the video-musical The Rape of the Sabine Women, 
created by the artist in collaboration with the Rufus Corporation, a collective of artists from a range of 
disciplines. Her work has been exhibited internationally.  
www.simonlee.org, www.rufuscorporation.com 
 
MARCI MACGUFFIE, PAINTING/DRAWING/INSTALLATION 
Marci MacGuffie is a Brooklyn-based artist who works in painting, drawing, and installation. She has had 
solo exhibitions in the U.S. and abroad, and has been in many group exhibitions at venues such as Exit 
Art, Roebling Hall, and the ISE Cultural Center in New York. Her work has been reviewed in numerous 
publications, including the New York Times, the Brooklyn Rail, Vanity Fair, and New York Magazine. She 
received her MFA in Painting and Printmaking from the Rhode Island School of Design, and her BFA in 
Printmaking from Cornell University. She also attended the Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture 
in 2001. www.marcimacguffie.com  
 
CHERYL MOLNAR, PHOTO/PAINTING/COLLAGE/GRAPHIC DESIGN (SMACK MELLON STUDIO ARTIST) 
Cheryl Molnar is a collage and multimedia artist based in New York City. Since her childhood in 
suburban Long Island, Molnar has been attuned to the tension between human progress and nature. Her 
work finds similar development patterns in the mixed-use neighborhood of Greenpoint, Brooklyn, 
where she has lived and worked for the past ten years. During this time, real estate development, 
along with a fresh wave of gentrification, have significantly altered both the social fabric and the 
landscape of this formerly working-class enclave. At Smack Mellon, Molnar continues to investigate 
these topics. She received a BFA from the Rhode Island School of Design and an MFA from Pratt 
Institute. Her work has been exhibited in galleries across the country including: Carren Golden Fine Art 
in New York and White Wall in San Francisco. Her work is included in the Microsoft collection and the 
Cantor Fitzgerald collection. www.cherylmolnar.com  
 
RACHELLE MOZMAN, PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEO/COLLAGE 
As an artist working in photography and video, Rachelle Mozman’s practice intersects the documentary, 
the narrative, and the performative. Her artwork engages themes around class and gender divides. Her 
work has a strong biographical content and the images are created in collaboration with her subjects, 
ultimately playing with identity as a construction within the context of culture. Rachelle grew up in 
New York City, and has spent the last few years living in Panama. In 2011 Mozman participated in the 
Collectors Guide to New Art Photography Vol. 2 at the Chelsea Museum, the S Files Bienal at El Museo 
del Barrio, and had an individual exhibition with En Foco. Mozman participated in 31 Women in Art 
Photography, and the VII Bienal del Istmo Centroamericano. Mozman has exhibited in other museums 
and galleries internationally. She has been awarded a Light Work artist residency and a Fulbright 
Fellowship Award.   

JESSICA ANN PEAVY, PHOTO/VIDEO 
Jessica Ann Peavy is a video artist and photographer whose work comments on the social and 
psychological states of young African-American women.  She received her BFA from the Tisch School of 
the Arts, New York University, and completed an MFA in Photography, Video and Related Media at the 
School of Visual Arts.  Jessica has exhibited in galleries, museums, and festivals across the country 
including Rush Arts Gallery, Brooklyn Arts Council, The Contemporary Art Museum Houston, as well as 
the International Black Media Festival in London. She has spoken at the CUNY Graduate Center, 
Cinewomen NY, and Columbia University's Conversations Across Cultures Conference. Jessica has held 
Residencies at Smack Mellon and Harvestworks and has received grants from Franklin Furnace, and the 
New York State Council of the Arts. Jessica has also worked extensively as a teaching artist throughout 
New York City.  www.jessicaannpeavy.com 
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SAGE & COOMBE ARCHITECTS, ARCHITECTURE 
Sage & Coombe is a prestigious architecture firm located in lower Manhattan. The integration of new 
technologies and sustainable strategies is key to the firm’s work for a range of environmentally-
conscious clients, where green roofs, photo-voltaic panels and geo-thermal cooling have been 
incorporated into a variety of projects. The firm has designed and built a wide variety of buildings, 
including libraries, museums, private homes, and even Smack Mellon. www.sageandcoombe.com 
 
TARA ST JAMES, FASHION 
Tara St James is the owner and designer of Study, a high-concept brand primarily produced in New 
York City, focusing on environmental sustainability. St James was born and raised in Montreal, Canada, 
but has lived and worked in New York since 2004. Formerly the creative director of Covet, a 
mainstream eco-friendly sportswear collection for men and women, Tara left to start Study in 
September 2009.  She started the Study Hall internship program in summer 2010; Study interns 
develop, produce and sell their own sustainable mini-collections.  Tara is also the fashion director for 
The Uniform Project, using sustainable design to raise money for underprivileged children. As a mentor 
at the Awamaki Lab, a program that fosters cross-cultural partnerships between young designers and 
Peru’s Awamaki indigenous weaver collective, she facilitates discussions about the intersection of 
sustainability, ethical sourcing and product innovation. www.notjustalabel.com/study_ny 
 
PHILLIP SHUNG/SUNDREE BRAND SOLUTIONS, GRAPHIC DESIGN 
Phillip Shung graduated from Hampton University with a degree in Art in 1996 and since that time, his 
mantra has been to communicate intelligently to the masses. His career has spanned many roles in the 
creative design field ranging from Creative Director for Vibe Magazine to Promotion Art Director at 
Women's Wear Daily/WWD. Shung has also done significant design work in fashion for brands like Enyce 
and Avirex as well as websites for Sony's multi-platinum recording artists NAS and Destiny's Child. He is 
also responsible for the J.Lo and Snoop Dogg fashion advertising campaigns as well as the creative 
force behind many music CD covers. In 2001, Shung founded Sundree Brand Solutions focusing on all 
aspects of advertising, editorial, print and website design. Today, Phillip Shung is an instrumental force 
in devising the Sundree creative and visual identity. www.sundree.com 

 
ADDITIONAL TEACHING ARTISTS & STUDIO VISITS 

 
ISIDRO BLASCO, PHOTOGRAPHY/INSTALLATION (SMACK MELLON EXHIBITING ARTIST) 
Isidro Blasco combines architecture, photography and installation to explore themes of vision and 
perception in relation to physical experience. Isidro Blasco was born in Madrid in 1962 and moved to 
New York in 1996.  He has a Bachelor Degree in Fine Arts from Autonoma University of Madrid, Spain 
and he is a candidate for a Ph.D. at the Architectural School of Madrid.  He was selected for the 
Spanish Academy in Rome in 1991, received Pollock Krasner Foundation Grants in 1998 and 2010 and a 
Guggenheim Foundation fellowship in Visual Arts in 2000. Isidro Blasco has shown extensively in the US 
and Europe as well as in Shanghai, Sydney and Santiago de Chile. He has had solo exhibitions in New 
York at P.S.1, Queens, NY and at the Queens Museum of Art. Exhibitions also include the Whitney 
Museum, Champion Branch, NYC; the Reina Sofia, Madrid, Spain; the Museo de Arte y Diseño 
Contemporáneo, San José, Costa Rica; El Museo del Barrio, NYC;  Sculpture Center, Queens, NY; and at 
the Leubsdorf Art Gallery at Hunter College, NYC. He will be participating at the upcoming Helsinki 
Photography Biennial 2012 in Finland. www.isidroblasco.com 


