
 
 
Art Ready Application 2014-2015 
 
Art Ready: Smack Mellon’s Professional Artist Mentorship Program for High 
School Students 
 
ELIGIBILITY: Open to students in grades 10-12, living in NYC 
PROGRAM DATES: October 15, 2014 to May 28, 2015 
PROGRAM TIMES: Wednesday afternoons, 4-6:30pm 
LOCATION: Smack Mellon Gallery, 92 Plymouth Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
From October to January the group will meet at Smack Mellon and will depart for studio visits 
at 4:00. From February to May students will go directly from school to their Artist Mentor’s 
Studio 
 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: October 8, 2014 (Early applications encouraged!) 
Please visit our blog at smartready.wordpress.com for more information 
 
Overview 
Art Ready is a mentorship program designed to give high school students the opportunity to experience firsthand 
what it is like to be a professional working in a visual arts discipline. Students will meet a wide range of artists 
from emerging to well-known and be mentored by professional artists. Students who complete Art Ready will be 
informed, educated and prepared to make a decision about pursuing a future career in the arts. The program is 
free for participants. 
 
Group Visits 
From October to January, the group of 20 high school students visits Artist Mentor studios. Art Ready visits artists 
in the fields of public art, film, painting, interior design, sculpture, landscape design, fashion, architecture, 
installation art, video and photography. Visits take place Wednesday afternoons 4-6pm. During the fall semester, 
students also participate in a portfolio development workshop. 
 
Artist Mentorships 
After the group has visited all the Mentors, each student works with an Artist Mentor from late January to mid-May 
in the Mentor’s studio. Students attend their mentorships in groups of up to 4 students, from 4-6:30pm. Our Artist 
Mentors are a varied group of professionals that represent the ethnic and artistic diversity of NYC. In keeping with 
Smack Mellon’s mission, a majority of the Mentors are women. Our Mentors are also selected based on their 
interest in sharing their knowledge, experience and skills with students, and all have prior teaching or mentoring 
experience. All are successful in their field. 
 
Field Trips 
During the mentorship period students continue to meet as a group for gallery and museum trips. Past field trips 
have included: a tour of the Whitney Biennial; an art-making workshop at the Museum of Arts and Design, and a 
behind-the-scenes talk with performance artists at the Kitchen. 
 
Final Exhibition 
Art Ready culminates in an exhibition of work created during the program in Smack Mellon’s 6,000 square foot 
gallery space. Smack Mellon hosts an evening opening reception for students, mentors, families and friends, 
which is also advertised to the general public. 
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APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS: 
Please answer the questions on all sections of the application honestly and to the best of your ability. 
The information in your application packet is strictly confidential and will only be used by Smack Mellon 
staff and mentors for the purpose of best meeting the needs of our program participants We will not 
share your application with other students in the program. Finalists will be contacted for an interview with 
Smack Mellon’s Programs Manager. You must also provide the name and contact info for a teacher or 
counselor at your school or another youth program who can be contacted as a reference, in the 
appropriate space on the application form. 
 
Please make sure your application includes the following before submitting: 
o Completed Application Form 
o Completed Essay Questions—don’t forget to sign the bottom of the page! 
o Release form, signed by a parent/guardian 
o Two artwork samples: 8 x 10 drawings or photographs of artwork (photocopies ok too!) 
 
APPLICATION FORM 
 

Last Name:__________________________ First:________________________ MI:______ 

Address:______________________________ Apt.________ City/ZIP:________________ 

Home Phone: _______-________-_________ Cell Phone: _______-________-_________ 

Email Address:_________________________________________ 

Date of Birth:____________________ Age:_________ Gender:_____________________ 

School Name:______________________________________________ Grade:__________ 

Referring Teacher’s Name:___________________Teacher’s Phone: _____-______-______ 

Teacher’s email____________________________________________ 

 
Parent/Guardian: 
Last Name:_____________________First:________________________MI:______________ 

Home Phone: _______-________-_________Cell Phone: _______-________-_________ 

Email Address: _____________________________________ 

Emergency Contact info (if different from above): 

Last Name:_____________________First:_______________________ 

Phone: _______-________-_________ 

 

 
Completed applications should be sent by mail to the following address: 

Art Ready c/o Smack Mellon 92 Plymouth Street Brooklyn, NY 11201, OR faxed to: 718-834-5233, OR 
emailed to lflyntz@smackmellon.org. Call 718-834-8761 for more info. 
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ESSAY QUESTIONS 
(feel free to answer these on a separate sheet of paper, but please answer every question!) 
 

1. How did you find out about Art Ready? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why do you want to do Art Ready? What are the main things you want to learn? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Are you interested in pursuing a career in art? Yes / No / Maybe 
 

 
4. Please describe any previous experiences with art, including classes you’ve taken, awards, etc. What role 

does art play in your life? (It’s ok if you haven’t taken any formal classes before as long as you are 
passionate about art!) 

 
 
 
 

 
5. Please describe your artwork a little. What issues, subject matter etc. inspire your work? What materials 

do you like to use? 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Please list or describe any museums or art galleries you have visited before: 
 
 
 
 
 
I certify that the information contained in this application is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
 
 
Student Signature____________________________________Date_______________ 
 
 
Student print name_____________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Completed applications should be sent by mail to the following address: 
Art Ready c/o Smack Mellon 92 Plymouth Street Brooklyn, NY 11201, OR faxed to: 718-834-5233, OR 

emailed to lflyntz@smackmellon.org. Call 718-834-8761 for more info. 
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RELEASE FORM 
 
I give permission for my son/daughter to participate in Art Ready. I understand that the length of involvement is 
October 15, 2014 to May 27, 2014, Wednesday afternoons with occasional weekend trips, and that during the 
mentorship period of the program (Late January-May 2014) my son/daughter will be traveling to and attending 
his/her mentorship without the supervision of a Smack Mellon/JMF employee. Furthermore, I give permission for 
my son/daughter to go on field trips off-site using public transportation. I understand that my son/daughter will be 
traveling home alone from these trips, and may need to travel alone directly from school to the trip site. A 
complete calendar with the trip locations will be provided at the start of the program. 
 
THIS IS A RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LEGAL RIGHTS. READ BEFORE SIGNING.  
By signing this document I agree that, to the maximum extent permitted by law, I hereby release, waive and 
discharge, for myself and my child, Art Ready, Smack Mellon, the Joan Mitchell Foundation, the Artist Mentors, 
and their affiliates, trustees, officers, directors, board members, joint venturers, employees, agents, staff members, 
and others acting with them or on their behalf (“Releasees”) from any and all liability for injury, loss, damage, 
obligation, expense or penalty, including attorneys’ fees, that I or my child may cause or sustain to person or 
property in connection with my child’s participation in Art Ready. I am aware of possible injury that may occur 
during any activities of Art Ready and I am willing to assume those risks. I understand that the Releasees may not 
have medical personnel available on-site, and may not maintain liability or other insurance coverage for Art Ready 
participants or programs, and I agree that Releasees assume no responsibility for any injury or damage that might 
arise out of or in connection with my child’s participation in any Art Ready activity. By signing below, I and my 
child knowingly and voluntarily assume all such risks, and assume sole responsibility for any accident or injury to 
myself, my child, and other persons or property arising out of or in connection with my child’s participation in Art 
Ready. 
 
In signing this Release and Waiver, I represent that I have read its contents, that I understand it and that I sign it 
voluntarily and on my and my child’s behalf as my own free act and deed. I further state that I am at least 
eighteen (18) years of age, am fully competent to sign this document and that I execute this Release in 
consideration of my child’s participation in Art Ready, fully intending to be bound by same. In case of emergency I 
hereby authorize the doctor, hospital, paramedical unit and/or any other healthcare provider to which my child is 
brought (and whomever they may designate as their assistant) to perform any emergency medical procedure or 
operation, to give treatment and the administration of an anesthetic to my child. I release the Releasees from any 
and all liability which might arise in connection with this medical authorization. I understand that the Releasees 
will not be held responsible for any medical expenses associated with this emergency care. 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature:_______________________________Date_______________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Print Name:_________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Completed applications should be sent by mail to the following address: 
Art Ready c/o Smack Mellon 92 Plymouth Street Brooklyn, NY 11201, OR faxed to: 718-834- 

5233, OR emailed to lflyntz@smackmellon.org. Call 718-834-8761 for more info. 


